
1

VSO Newsletter
It has been a real pleasure watching our annual meeting come together. Working on 
the annual committee has also given me a real appreciation for the chapters who have 
organized VSO annual meetings in the past. Led by the indefatigable Rexanne Bruno 
this year, the VSO has found what should prove to be a lovely venue at the new Hotel 
Madison in Harrisonburg. I haven’t been able to visit Harrisonburg in a number of 
years and I’m glad to see that our field trip committee is coming up with multiple ways 
to get out an explore the area during the meeting.
On that note, you may recall in the previous newsletter I mentioned the joy of intro-
ducing young people to birding—planting the “seeds” of conservation, as it were. This 
year, I am trying something new along these lines. I’m working to set up a mento-
ring-style field trip where VSO members will be partnered with school kids from 
Harrisonburg so that we can take them birding at the Edith J. Carrier arboretum in 
Harrisonburg. Wish me luck in finding a partner and be on the lookout for a sign-up 
sheet for this field trip. Bring a pair of binoculars to share, if you come! 
Lastly, I’ve been contacting a range of vendors to exhibit at the annual meeting this 
year. So far, DGIF, Earth Sangha (our partners in the Dominican Republic research 
project), and Zeiss have all confirmed they will come. I’m working to bring you an 
additional range of vendors who will represent not just our direct ties to birding, but 
the various ways in which Virginians interact with their landscape. I hope the results 
will spark your imagination about the ways in which your time and money can support 

From the President—On to Harrisonburg

Annual Meeting Raffle Donations
What do you have to share with other birders? The VSO wants to raffle some exciting 
prizes at the VSO’s annual meeting to benefit the Second Virginia Breeding Bird Atlas. 
Your donation of bird—and nature-themed equipment, art, etc. or gift certificates to 
related businesses would be welcome additions for the raffle.
Some things money can’t buy—except at the raffle. You could offer to take someone 
birding at a special spot; or on a kayaking or canoeing trip to take in the scenery, wild-
life, and of course birds. Or could you offer a weekend birding getaway somewhere 
in the mountains or on the coast of Virginia? Or how about a morning photographing 
birds with your expert wildlife photography tips. 
Contact Lenny Bankester email:lennybankester@yahoo.com and let him know what 
you can donate to make this raffle a success.
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Have you made plans to attend the 2018 VSO Annual Meeting yet? You won’t want to miss this year’s exciting meeting in the 
beautiful mountain and valley region of western Virginia.
The field trips will provide great opportunities to see unique high elevation breeding species AND support the Second Virginia 
Breeding Bird Atlas (VABBA2). Saturday field trips will focus on under-atlased areas of Rockingham and Highland counties that 
overlap with birding hotspots. Sunday field trips will go to local birding hotspots, as always. Expert atlas volunteers and field trip 
leaders will guide you on Saturday and Sunday. Plan on finding some of the birds in Virginia’s Mountains and Valleys Region that 
you don’t see often and learn more about breeding bird behavior. See page [page 6] for more details on all of the field trips. The 
cost of all field trips is included in the registration fee.
We are excited to have Nathan Pieplow as our keynote speaker on Saturday at the banquet. His presentation ‘Listen to Her Sing,’ 
dispels the widespread notion that only male birds sing and explores the often-overlooked songs of female birds. Nathan is the 
author of the Peterson Field Guide to Bird Sounds (Eastern Region), which was published in March 2017. He teaches writing and 
rhetoric at the University of Colorado in Boulder. Nathan has agreed to lead a field trip exploring female bird songs on Sunday 
morning; spots on this field trip will be raffled. Friday evening there will be a short business meeting followed by a presentation on 
area field trips.
The brand new Hotel Madison & Shenandoah Valley Conference Center, which opens early this spring will be the headquarters 
for this meeting. The hotel is located at 710 South Main St in Harrisonburg and is within walking distance of downtown; it features 
a farm-to-table restaurant, indoor pool, spacious ballrooms and meeting rooms. The VSO has secured special rates of $129 for a 
single or $139 for double occupancy. Parking is $5 per day. Reserve your room by calling the Hotel Madison at 540-564-0200 or 
emailing the hotel at reservations@hotelmadison.com; identify yourself as a Virginia Society of Ornithology member in order to 
receive these special rates. You can also reserve your room online by going to the hotel website, www.hotelmadison.com, clicking 
on the Reservations link and using the code: AVSO18518 in the group/promo area. Be sure to register for your hotel room by April 
18, 2018 to receive the special VSO rates.

ANNUAL MEETING RAFFLE
A pair of Zeiss binoculars (Terra ED 8x42) and fifteen spots on a Sunday morning field trip led by Nathan Pieplow, the banquet 
keynote speaker on female bird song, are among the prizes. Check the VSO Annual Meeting web site www.virginiabirds.org/
events/annual-meeting-index as more raffle prizes continue to be added. The raffle drawing will be during the reception with cash 
bar on Saturday evening. You must be present to win and claim your prize.

GOURMET BOX LUNCH
A gourmet box lunch is available on Saturday. You must preorder by May 10, 2018 using the registration form. There are three 
sandwich choices for the boxed lunch:

A. Croque Monsieur – Grilled sandwich with ham, Gruyere cheese, and Dijon mustard
B. Nicoise Hero – Tuna sandwich with black olives, capers, green beans, and sliced hard-boiled egg with lettuce, tomatoes, and 

a squeeze of lemon juice
C. Vegetarian -- Herbed goat cheese on a croissant with spinach and roasted red peppers

The box lunch will also include your choice of sides: gourmet potato chips, house-made coleslaw, or home-made potato salad; an 
apple and choice of dessert: baked muffin or cookie, plus a soft drink or bottle of water. All of this for $15. Pick up your box lunch 
after you return from your Saturday morning field trip.

The meeting registration form is on page 3; mail this paper registration form with a check or register electronically on the VSO web 
site, www.virginiabirds.org (see Annual Meeting under Events tab). Late registration will be available at the meeting. On behalf of the 
VSO Board of Directors, we look forward to seeing you at our 2018 Annual Meeting in Harrisonburg. 

THE 2018 ANNUAL MEETING COMMITTEE
Chair, Rexanne Bruno; Lenny Bankester; Ashley Peele; Jeff Trollinger; Diane Lepkowski; Len Smock; Andrew Dolby; and Dan Bieker

VSO Board of Directors hosting 2018 Annual Meeting 
in Harrisonburg, May 18-20, 2018

ANNUAL MEETING 2018
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VSO Annual Meeting Registration Form 
(complete a separate form for each registrant so each one can indicate box lunch choices, etc.)

You can also register online at: www.virginiabirds.org/annual-meeting-registration 

Name: _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
     (please print first and last name as it should appear on your nametag)

Mailing address: (please print) ________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Email address: (please print) ___________________________________________   Primary phone:   ________ - ________ - ___________ 

Do you plan to arrive by 1:30 P.M. on Friday to go on an afternoon field trip?  Yes ___   No ___

 Registration Fee: $50   Banquet (Buffet): $40 

Purchase raffle tickets to win a pair of Zeiss binoculars (Terra ED 8x42) or a spot on a Sunday field trip led by Nathan Pieplow 
(banquet keynote speaker). Other items are being added to the raffle, check the VSO Annual Meeting web site for more items to 
be raffled at www.virginiabirds.org/events/annual-meeting-index
 Raffle tickets ($5 for single tickets or $20 for 5 raffle tickets): 
 $5   x _______ (# single raffle tickets)   = $ __________
 $20 x _______ (# of packages of 5 raffle tickets) = $ __________

A boxed lunch will be available after the Saturday morning field trips
  Box Lunch - Saturday: $15 
 Indicate sandwich, side & dessert choices for box lunch – choose your included beverage (soft drink or bottled water) when you   
 pick up your lunch

Sandwich choice (circle one):
• Croque Monsieur – Grilled sandwich with ham, Gruyere cheese, and Dijon mustard
• Nicoise Hero – Tuna sandwich with black olives, capers, green beans, and sliced hard-boiled egg with lettuce, toma-

toes, and a squeeze of lemon juice
• Vegetarian - Herbed goat cheese on a croissant with spinach and roasted red peppers

Side Choice (circle one)
• gourmet potato chips  • house-made coleslaw  • home-made potato salad

Dessert Choice (circle one)
•baked muffin  •cookie

 Indicate any allergies or dietary restrictions here: ________________________________________________________________

Total amount enclosed (registration, banquet, raffle tickets and box lunch)   = $ __________ 

Make check payable to: Virginia Society of Ornithology (or VSO)

Mail completed form and check to: VSO 2018 Annual Meeting
    PO Box 5994
    Williamsburg, VA 23188 
For questions or more information about the annual meeting, contact Rexanne Bruno, 2018 Annual Meeting Chair, by using the 
contact form on the VSO website www.virginiabirds.org/annual-meeting-inquiries], by email or call: 434-944-2730.

ANNUAL MEETING 2018
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Annual VSO Field Trip to the Outer Banks In Pictures

VSO Outer Banks Birders  Photo by Shirley Devan

Razorbill  Photo by Sally Knight

American Wigeon  Photo by Bob ColesBlack-crowned Night Heron  Photo by Doug Pfeiffer

Bode Island Lighthouse  Photo by Bob Coles

Redhead Duck  Photo by Sally Knight

Story on page 9 
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SCHEDULE OF ANNUAL MEETING ACTIVITIES 
Check the VSO website for updates, the tentative schedule for the weekend is as follows: 

Friday: 
1:30 p.m. – Field Trips 
3:00 p.m. – Registration begins and Vendor/Exhibitor area opens.
6:00-7:00 p.m. – Reception with hors d’oeuvres and cash bar
7:00 p.m. – Business Meeting & Field Trip Program

Saturday: 
Morning (Various times) – Field Trips 
11:00 a.m. – Registration continues and Vendor/Exhibitor area open. 
2:00-4:00 p.m. – Paper sessions 
5:30-7:00 p.m. – Reception with cash bar and raffle prizes drawing
7:00 p.m. – Banquet (buffet) dinner and program with Nathan Pieplow 

Sunday: 
Morning (Various times) – Field Trips 
Noon – Annual meeting ends 

Call for Presentations 
The Virginia Society of Ornithology invites scientific presentations for its 2018 Annual Meeting to be held May 18 to 20th  at the 
Hotel Madison and Shenandoah Valley Conference Center in Harrisonburg, VA. Oral presentations should be 15 minutes long, 
including time for questions. Static displays (such as posters) will also be accepted space permitting. Submissions will be reviewed 
by a selection committee and added to the program until the schedule or display space is full. Presentations will be given between 
2 and 4PM on Saturday, May 19. Please submit the following information about your poster or presentation no later than March 29, 
2018. Participants will be notified of their acceptance (and time slot) by April 13, 2018.
Title of oral presentation or poster
Presenter’s name
Email address
Phone number
Institutional affiliation (college or organization), if applicable
Names of co-authors, if applicable
Brief abstract (250 word limit)
Audio-visual needs (e.g. laptop, projector, screen, etc.)
Note: Priority will be given to scientific presentations from persons affiliated with colleges or environmental organizations.  Howev-
er, the selection committee will also consider presentations on any ornithological topic that might be of interest to VSO members, 
such as interesting birding adventures, bird club projects, rare sightings, etc. All presentations are limited to 15 minutes each.
Send information (email preferred) to:
Dan Bieker
Email: danbieker@gmail.com
Phone: 434-971-9618
Postal Address:
Dan Bieker
4174 Laird Lane
North Garden, VA 22959 
 

ANNUAL MEETING 2018ANNUAL MEETING 2018ANNUAL MEETING 2018ANNUAL MEETING 2018
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This year marks the third field season 
and midpoint of the second VA Breeding 
Bird Atlas project. The VSO is commited 
to supporting this important citizen sci-
ence effort and will be focusing a subset 
of field trip locations around local birding 
sites that overlap with Atlas priority 
areas.  Below is a list of planned field trip 
locations, as well as the distance from 
Harrisonburg shown in parentheses. Sev-
eral additional Atlas trip locations will 
be finalized and published via the VSO 
website in early spring. 

Madison Run Fire Road – Shenandoah  
National Park (16 miles)  
Entering the Shenandoah National Park 
at the foot of the Appalachians just east 
of the Town of Grottoes, this well-main-
tained fire road travels gently uphill 
along Madison Run, a usually fast-mov-
ing creek, for about 1.2 miles before 
ascending more steeply to eventually 
reach Skyline Drive.  The creek, rocky 
outcroppings, and mixed evergreen/de-
ciduous forest are reliable for Louisiana 
Waterthrush, Ovenbird, Pine Warbler, 
Black-and-white Warbler, Worm-eating 
Warbler, Acadian Flycatcher and occa-
sional Broad-winged Hawk and Barred 
Owl. In May, Hermit Thrush, Winter 
Wren and Brown Creeper are still possi-
ble, along with Red-breasted Nuthatch in 
irruption years. 

Switzer Dam (20 miles) 
This area is in the foothills of Shenan-
doah Mountain in western Rockingham 
County and is accessed via a narrow 
Forest Service road that winds down 
the mountain from a higher elevation. 
The mixed evergreen/deciduous forest, 
elevation, and water sources make it a 
prime area to see birds usually found 
farther north. Breeding birds commonly 
found at this site include Northern Paru-
la, Blackburnian, Pine, and Black-throat-
ed Green Warblers. Many other warbler 
species and vireos are possible, including 
Cerulean Warblers that are frequently 
reported at one higher-elevation site. 

“Winter” birds such as Golden-crowned 
Kinglets and Red-breasted Nuthatches 
are occasionally seen throughout the 
warmer months. We will bird the 3+ mile 
forest service road, with stops along the 
way. For those who are able and inter-
ested, the trip will include some walking 
on mostly level, but sometimes uneven, 
trails.

Cub Run Road – George Washington  
National Forest - Massanutten Mountain  
(25 miles) 
This trip will include about 4 miles of 
car-birding with frequent stops along Cub 
Run Road, a gravel forest service road, 
and some hiking for those who wish, 
on rocky uneven trails. Habitat includes 
mature forest, large swaths of early 
post-successional burned habitat, and 
riparian habitat. Targets include Prairie 
Warbler and Yellow-breasted Chat. Other 
likely species include Ovenbird, Hooded 
and Pine Warbler. Ruffed Grouse and 
Yellow-billed Cuckoos are possible. Red 
Crossbills have occasionally been sighted 
here. 

 Lake Shenandoah (6.6 miles)
This 37-acre public fishing lake near 
Harrisonburg City, owned by the Virginia 
Department of Game and Inland Fisher-
ies, is surrounded by a variety of habitat: 
shrubby areas, a golf course, white pine 
forest, deciduous forest and residential 
development. Past year sightings have in-
cluded Common Yellowthroat, Nashville, 
Palm and Pine Warblers. Other species 
occurring in May include Baltimore and 
Orchard Orioles, Green and Great Blue 
Herons, Belted Kingfisher, Cooper’s 
and Sharp-shinned Hawks, Swainson’s 
Thrush, Double-crested Cormorant and 
vireos including warbling. This is a level 
walk, about 1.5 miles roundtrip, on a 
grassy path.

Shenandoah Mountain - Bother Knob and 
Reddish Knob (27 miles)
Reddish Knob and Bother Knob sit along 
the ridge of Shenandoah Mountain near 
Rockingham County’s southwestern bor-
der with Augusta County. The mountain 

ridgeline defines the border between the 
two Virginias. Several northerly species 
can be found at these higher elevations 
including breeding Yellow-rumped, Can-
ada, and Black-throated Blue Warblers, 
Blue-headed Vireo, Black-capped Chick-
adee, Red-breasted Nuthatch, and Gold-
en-crowned Kinglet. Red Crossbills are 
possible in this area. In 2009, near Both-
er Knob, Red-breasted Nuthatches were 
observed both nest-building and later 
feeding young. This trip combines driving 
and walking. Roads at the higher eleva-
tions are not well-maintained.

Skyline Drive - Pocosin Cabin/ Fire Road 
& South River Picnic Area – Shenandoah 
National Park (29 miles)
These Shenandoah National Park 
locations offer excellent birding in the 
Blue Ridge Mountains’ upper elevations, 
at the eastern border of Rockingham 
County. Habitat is predominately oak 
and hickory forest interspersed with 
occasional shrubby and brushy areas. 
Frequently observed breeding warblers 
include Cerulean, Chestnut-sided, 
Black-throated Green, and Black-and-
white, among others. Canada Warblers 
typically breed near Pocosin Cabin, 
a prime birding location with brushy, 
shrubby areas and a spring-fed water 
source. Other frequent finds include 
Veery, Wood Thrush, Scarlet Tanager, 
Rose-breasted Grosbeak, and Least and 
Acadian Flycatcher.  This trip will include 
some walking along Pocosin Fire Road 
and maintained hiking trails. Time per-
mitting we’ll include a loop from South 
River Picnic area to the Appalachian Trail 
north and return via South River Fire 
Road (Blackburnian Warblers are known 
to breed here.) 

South River Falls Trail – Shenandoah 
National Park (27 miles)
This 3.3-mile loop trail that takes visitors 
to the South River Falls and then returns 
via the South River Fire Road is touted as 
one of the best areas for breeding birds 
found along Skyline Drive. A walk along 

VSO Annual Meeting Field Trip Locations – Harrisonburg, 2018
ANNUAL MEETING 2018
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this loop in late spring or early summer 
could produce over half-a-dozen breed-
ing warblers including Canada, Cerulean, 
Blackburnian, and Black-throated Blue 
Warblers, Northern Parula, Louisiana 
Waterthrush, and American Redstart. 
Other species to be on the lookout for 
include White-breasted Nuthatch, Red-
eyed and Blue-headed Vireos, Scarlet 
Tanager, Rose-breasted Grosbeak, and 
Eastern Towhee. This trail is a more 
strenuous hike, so attendees should be 
prepared for some steeper trails and 
rough terrain.

Harrisonburg City: Hillandale Park and 
Edith J. Carrier Arboretum (2.5 miles)
With picnic shelters, walking trails and a 
playground area, Hillandale, a Harrison-
burg City Park, is only partially developed 
and offers varied habitat supporting a 
nice mix of species. A small wet-season 
creek winds through the park, and unde-
veloped habitat includes both forested 
areas and grassy areas interspersed with 
occasional deciduous trees and Eastern 
Red Cedars. Last spring’s migrant war-
bler sightings here included Cape May, 
Northern Parula, Black-throated Blue, 
Black-throated Green, Black-and-white, 
and Yellow-rumped.  Other possibilities 
include Scarlet Tanager, Yellow-billed 
Cuckoo, Blue-gray Gnatcatcher, Great 
Crested Flycatcher, vireos, and Baltimore 
Oriole. James Madison University’s Edith 
J. Carrier Arboretum, in the heart of 
Harrisonburg City, is primarily wooded 
with a small pond and some open areas. 
It serves as a welcome stopover for many 
migrants and in years past has turned up 
many surprises.

The Mitchell A. Byrd Award is given for 
outstanding scientific achievement in the 
field of ornithology. Dr. Byrd, Chancel-
lor Professor Emeritus of Biology at the 
College of William and Mary, is inter-
nationally recognized for his exemplary 
scientific research career. Recipients 
shall demonstrate an exceptional record 
of contribution to the scientific knowl-
edge of Virginia’s birds through evidence 
including, but not limited to, publications 
such as papers in peer-reviewed scien-
tific journals and books or book chapters 
derived from the candidates’ original 
scientific research, conference presen-
tations, recommendation letters from 
scientific peers, and other forms of peer 
recognition (e.g. an award from a national 
scholarly society). Any member of the 
Virginia Society of Ornithology may 
nominate a candidate for the Byrd Award. 
The Byrd Award Committee selects a 
recipient for the award from among the 
candidates, and the award is presented 
during the Annual Meeting.  

Nominations, including at least two let-
ters of support and a list of the nominee’s 
accomplishments, should be submitted 
to Andrew Dolby at adolby@umw.edu no 
later than April 2, 2018. The award will 
be presented at the 2018 VSO Annual 
Meeting. 

Photo, screened behind the copy on this 
spread of the Great Blue Heron, was made by 
Judy Jones, VSO member

VSO Summer Field Trip to 
South Boston June 15-17, 
2018
Join us June 15-17 in South Boston for 
VSO’s first- ever summer field trip to 
south-central Virginia! We’re working 
with Dr. Ashley Peele, State Coordinator 
for the second Virginia Breeding Bird 
Atlas (VABBA2), to schedule our next 
three summer field trips in under-birded 
areas of Virginia. We welcome your eyes 
and ears as we search for signs of breed-
ing birds in Halifax and Mecklenburg 
Counties. 

Trip Registration
To help us plan for the weekend, please 
register in advance. Provide the names of 
participants in your party with a tele-
phone number and email address so we 
can contact you if needed. Register with 
Meredith Bell, trip coordinator, at mer-
andlee@gmail.com or 804-824-4958.

Headquarters
The Quality Inn in South Boston is the 
host hotel. The special rate for the VSO 
block of rooms is $82/night (plus tax) 
for King and $85/night (plus tax) for 2 
Queens, for one or two occupants. There 
are microwaves and refrigerators in all 
rooms. Register by Tuesday, MAY 15, 
and mention VSO to get the special rate: 
(434) 572-4311. Hotel address is 2001 
Seymour Drive, South Boston, VA  24592

Meals
A complimentary hot breakfast buffet 
is included with your stay, beginning at 
7:00AM on Saturday and Sunday. You’ll 
need to bring snacks, beverages and 
lunch for Saturday because we will be out 
all day. Dinners are on your own. 

Schedule
Field trips will be held:
Friday, June 15 – afternoon only
Saturday, June 16 – all day
Sunday, June 17 – morning only
We are still finalizing the locations we’ll 
cover, and a detailed itinerary will be sent 
to all registrants prior to the trip.
Confirmed areas to be visited:
Staunton River State Park
Occoneechee State Park
Dick Cross Wildlife Management Area 
(you’ll need a fishing or hunting license to 
access)
Tailrace Park and Kerr Lake
Palmer Point Park
If you have any questions, contact field 
trip coordinator Meredith Bell at (804) 
824-4958 or merandlee@gmail.com. 

A Call for Nominations 
Mitchell A. Byrd Award 
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Kestrel Project Update

The box building/erecting phase of the 
Kestrel Project is nearing an end. Our 
goal of 400 boxes has been reached.  Our 
total as of now stands at 455 boxes in 44 
counties.  There is enough wood left from 
the original white cedar purchase for 
another 25 or so.
We do not plan any more truckload long 
distance trips, but might still put up some 
boxes here and there when feasible.  
We’ve been fortunate to enlist some 
eager and capable helpers in northern 
VA, and will be supplying them with more 
boxes.  
Our highest concentration of boxes is in 
Highland County, the Shenandoah Valley, 
and Piedmont counties just east of the 
Blue Ridge.  It’s been interesting to note 
the encroachment of development into 
traditional farming areas and the prolif-
eration of vineyards all over the state, 
both bad news for kestrels.  However, 
much good habitat remains.  One very 
rewarding aspect of the project has been 
the interest and enthusiasm shown by 
rural folks, many of whom were unaware 
of what a kestrel is.  We were hardly ever 
turned down for a box placement when 
knocking on doors.  It’s been great to be 
able to promote the VSO and habitat 
preservation.
We always ask hosts to report back to 
us any activity with their box, and not 

surprisingly, few do. But some folks 
do, and we hope more will.  Some have 
reported starlings initially occupying 
their box, only to have kestrels the 
following year.
Last week we celebrated placement 
of the 450th kestrel box at an organic 
vineyard (one of few in the Eastern 
US) in Albemarle County—see photos 
above..
Augusta 
Albemarle 
Highland  
Amelia 
Powhatan 
Nottoway 
Prince Edward 
Frederick 
Pittsylvania 
Northampton 
Accomack
Williamsburg 
Rockbridge 
Fluvanna 
Louisa 
Orange
Patrick 
Nelson
Fauquier 
Warren 

Buckingham 
Madison 
Greene 
King George 
Spotsylvania
Fairfax 
Lancaster 
James City 
Surry 
Gloucester
Appomattox 
Wythe 
Pulaski 
Rockingham 
Middlesex 
Franklin 
Lunenburg 
Bath 
Culpeper 
Clarke 
Loudoun
Rappahannock
Page
Tazewell 
State Parks: Powhatan, High Bridge, Sail-
or’s Creek, Sky Meadows, James River, 
Shenandoah River, Caledon, Lake Anna, 
Mason Neck, Belle Isle, Kiptopeke, York 
River, Chippokes, Middle Peninsula, New 
River.

The Kestrel team (L to R): Mary Ames, Doug Rogers, Dan Bieker, Patti Reum, David White
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We added more raving fans (and future 
attendees!) at the February 2-4, 2018 
annual VSO field trip to the Outer Banks!  
With the combined eyes and ears of 85 
participants, we tallied 133 species and 
had a fabulous time, despite the some-
times-adverse weather conditions. Our 
trip leaders Lee Adams, Bill Akers, Jerry 
Via and yours truly added to the enjoy-
ment by ensuring that everyone got to 
see as many species as possible.
The popular trip to Lake Mattamuskeet 
on Friday included excellent looks at a 
cooperative Great Horned Own. Also im-
pressive was a stream of 100s of Canada 
Geese flying overhead—their formation 
and accompanying “honks” made for 
an amazing experience. As usual, the 
impoundments held an abundance and 
variety of waterfowl, including a Eurasian 
Wigeon that a few were able to spot. 
Saturday morning we divided into two 
groups to visit Oregon Inlet and Pea 
Island. A nesting Great-Horned Owl (on 
the platform of an abandoned Osprey 
nest) was a special treat at Oregon Inlet, 
and the Black-crowned Night Herons 
were in their usual spot behind the rear 
parking lot. At Pea Island the sunny skies 
made the views of the waterfowl spec-
tacular - including Redhead, Cavasback, 
Lesser Scaup, 80+ American Avocets and 
40+ White Pelicans huddled together on 
a single sandbar. 
After lunch the winds had died down, 
and we had a wonderful time birding on 
Jennette’s Pier. Species spotted there 
included Dovekie, Razorbill, Red-breasted 
Merganser, Long-tailed Duck, Com-
mon and Red-throated Loon, Eared and 
Horned Grebe, and Northern Gannet. 
We gathered at Bodie Island Lighthouse 
in the mid-afternoon, where we enjoyed 
diverse species of waterfowl in the 
impoundments, along with a Virginia 
Rail and an American Bittern (2 King 

Rails were also spotted by two people 
on Friday). One group walked the trail 
and witnessed a Merlin swoop down and 
catch a Yellow-rumped Warbler, then 
land on a nearby branch and feast on it. 
Nature in action!
On Sunday morning’s trip to Alligator 
River National Wildlife Refuge, we were 
delighted to find quite an array of raptors. 
Northern Harriers were everywhere! A ju-
venile, light-phased Rough-legged Hawk 
was the highlight and observed by many. 
At one point it was harassed by a Merlin 
and eventually flew off the mound of dirt 
it was sitting on. 
Make plans to join us next year. We’ve 
already locked in the dates, February 1-3, 
2019. We always have a memorable time, 
no matter what the weather brings!
Complete list of 133 species for the week-
end follows.
Canada Goose
Tundra Swan
Wood Duck
Gadwall
Eurasian Wigeon
American Wigeon
American Black Duck
Mallard
Blue-winged Teal
Northern Shoveler
Northern Pintail
Green-winged Teal
Canvasback
Redhead
Ring-necked Duck
Lesser Scaup
Surf Scoter
White-winged Scoter
Black Scoter
Long-tailed Duck
Bufflehead
Hooded Merganser
Red-breasted Merganser
Ruddy Duck 
Northern Bobwhite
Wild Turkey
Red-throated Loon

Common Loon
Pied-billed Grebe
Horned Grebe
Eared Grebe
Northern Gannet
Double-crested  

Cormorant
American White  

Pelican
Brown Pelican
American Bittern
Great Blue Heron
Great Egret
Snowy Egret
Tricolored Heron
Black-crowned 

Night-Heron
White Ibis
Glossy Ibis
Black Vulture
Turkey Vulture
Bald Eagle
Northern Harrier
Sharp-shinned Hawk
Cooper’s Hawk
Red-shouldered Hawk
Red-tailed Hawk

Rough-legged Hawk
Clapper Rail
King Rail
Virginia Rail
American Coot
American Avocet
American Oyster-

catcher
Black-bellied Plover
Killdeer 
Greater Yellowlegs
Lesser Yellowlegs
Sanderling 
Dunlin 
Least Sandpiper
Wilson’s Snipe 
Dovekie
Razorbill
Bonaparte’s Gull
Laughing Gull
Ring-billed Gull 
Herring Gull
Lesser Black-backed 

Gull
Great Black-backed 

Gull
Rock Pigeon
Mourning Dove
Great Horned Owl
Barred Owl
Short-eared Owl
Belted Kingfisher
Red-bellied  

Woodpecker
Yellow-bellied  

Sapsucker
Downy Woodpecker
Hairy Woodpecker
Northern Flicker
Pileated Woodpecker
American Kestrel
Merlin
Peregrine Falcon
Eastern Phoebe
Blue Jay
American Crow
Fish Crow
Tree Swallow

Carolina Chickadee
Tufted Titmouse
Brown-headed  

Nuthatch 
Winter Wren
Sedge Wren
Carolina Wren
Golden-crowned 

Kinglet
Ruby-crowned Kinglet
Eastern Bluebird
Hermit Thrush
American Robin
Gray Catbird
Brown Thrasher
Northern Mockingbird
European Starling
American Pipit
Cedar Waxwing
Orange-crowned 

Warbler
Palm Warbler
Pine Warbler
Yellow-rumped 

Warbler
Eastern Towhee
American Tree  

Sparrow
Chipping Sparrow
Savannah Sparrow
Fox Sparrow
Song Sparrow
Swamp Sparrow
White-throated 

Sparrow
Dark-eyed Junco
Northern Cardinal
Red-winged Blackbird 
Eastern Meadowlark
Common Grackle
Boat-tailed Grackle
Brown-headed  

Cowbird
Baltimore Oriole
House Finch
American Goldfinch

Outer Banks Field Trip  By Meredith Bell, VSO Field Trip Coordinator

Photos on Page 4
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For birders, migration seasons are as 
anticipated as any holiday on our cal-
endars. As summer turns to fall, some 
of our most iconic and colorful breeding 
residents move south to their winter-
ing grounds in Central/South America 
or the Caribbean. Yet, precisely where 
these birds go and what they do on their 
wintering grounds, in many respects, is 
a mystery to birders and scientists alike. 
Having spent much of the last six years 
going back and forth between the USA 
and Latin American countries (i.e. Chile, 
Bolivia, Puerto Rico, Dominican Repub-
lic) for biologist jobs and my graduate 
research project, annual migrations are a 
near fixed reality in my own life. For my 
current work, I manage an independent 
research project in the Dominican Repub-
lic to study the role of fruit-eating birds 
as seed dispersers in tropical forests and 
how this aspect of their biology can be 
incorporated into strategies to restore 
forest ecoystems. Probably the last thing 
I would have expected was to hear about 
the VSO Neotropical Migrants schol-
arship last spring and to hear that they 
were looking to recruit a Virginia-based 
graduate student to help with winter bird 
surveys in a remote farmland community 
in the northwest region of the Dominican 
Republic called called Los Cerezos (“The 
Cherry Trees”).
Fast-forwarding to January, I found my-
self once again embarking on a familiar 
trip to the Dominican Republic, but this 
time with a different agenda than usual. 
I met up with six VSO members—Bob 
Ake, Bill Akers, Lenny Bankester, Jerry 
Via, Bill Williams, and Dave Youker—all 
of whom are current or former board 

members of the society. In any other 
context, this would be an intimidating 
line-up of skilled birders. The Dominican 
Republic, however, has been my backyard 
and work setting for years now, and I 
had plenty of stories to share about my 
experiences with bird life in the different 
regions of the country. Together we en-
dured a long day of travel to Los Cerezos 
before finally reaching the village where 
our hosts received us and welcomed us 
with an almost overwhelming hospitality 
(and food portions!) that is typical of the 
Dominican countryside. 
Over the next several days, we were 
guided out to the survey sites by two 
community leaders Manolo and Cosme. I 
was happy to be able to contribute to the 
survey work, and I was even able to pick 
up some detections of birds that others 
did not see at the sites, including one 
very sneaky Greater Antillean Bulfinch 
that had not been seen in the previous 
year. During the afternoons, I spent time 
at the tree nursery managed by Earth 
Sangha and the community farming 
cooperative and learning about their 
projects involving habitat restoration with 
native trees. Much of my own research 
is based on learning the dietary pref-
erences of fruit-eating birds, and I had 
some interesting conversations with local 
farmers about the trees they have seen 
birds feeding on. In the future, I hope to 
continue to correspond with Earth Sang-
ha to share information and ideas about 
forest restoration projects and how they 
can managed to include considerations 
of natural dispersal and propagation of 
native plants by birds.

VSO NEOTROPICAL MIGRANTS 
SCHOLARSHIP IS ACCEPTING  
APPLICATIONS!

After a successful two years of data 
gathering in the Dominican Republic, 
the VSO is happy to announce anoth-
er round of the Neotropical Migrants 
Scholarship. This scholarship will 
support the participation on the trip 
of a Virginia graduate student study-
ing biology, ecology, environmental 
science, and related fields will have 
the chance to gain data-gathering 
skills in a real-world setting. See the 
VSO website for details.  
www.virginiabirds.org 

Welcome New VSO Members
Beth Bernatowicz and Doug Carter, 
 Charlottesville, VA
Holly Brevig, Hyattsville, MD
Paul Cabe, Raphine, VA
Michelle Chowaniec, Spotsylvania, VA
Bill Connell, Scottsville, VA
Katherine Cummings, Basye, VA
David Farner, Arlington, VA
Genevieve Goss, Fincastle, VA
Norman Gresley, Leesburg, VA
Cindy Hamilton, VA Beach, VA
Maureen Daly Hamm, Stafford, VA
Ann Harman, Flint Hill, VA
Lauren Janiec, Lynchburg, VA
Rebecca Janssen, Henrico, VA
Morris Reed Knight, VA Beach, VA
Deborah Lasky, Herndon, VA
Anne Marchant, White Post, VA
James Mathews, Arlington, VA
Louis Rajnys, Norfolk, VA
Robert Ricketts, Suffolk, VA
Evan Spears, Farmville, VA
Tim Stamps, Fredericksburg, VA
Peter Van Acker, Waynesboro, VA
Brenda Walters, Staunton, VA

Editor
Lucinda Baker
103 Cary St
Williamsburg, VA 23185
lucinda.baker70@gmail.com
Change of Address
Virginia Society of Ornithology
PO Box 5994
Williamsburg, VA 23188
vsomembership@cox.net

Send submissons electronically 
via email whenever possible. 
Attach text as Word document 
or plain text file. Attach images 
as separate files: please do not 
imbed in email body. Send the 
largest file possible. Images will 
not print well if formatted as for 
the web.

Submissions may be edited for 
style or length.

SUBMIT COPY FOR:
Summer 2018,  May 30
Fall 2018,   Sept. 15
Winter 2018,   Nov. 15
Bird reports in this newsletter 
may not have been approved by 
VARCOM.

How Birds Can Restore Tropical Forests  
By Spencer Schubert, recipient of the VSO Neotropical Scholarship
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There’s no denying it—getting a full 
blown, satisfying look at an elusive spe-
cies like a Mourning or Canada Warbler 
is immensely gratifying. And most of 
us have experienced the effectiveness 
of using audio lures to accomplish the 
task. Perhaps you’ve driven a long way 
to find some hard to get species, or you 
need a few birds to round out your list, or 
maybe you’d really like to get that skulker 
to show for your friends. But is using re-
cordings to lure birds into view an ethical 
practice?
That’s probably the most debated ques-
tion in birding circles today, prompted 
by the explosive use of portable phones 
and ready availability of high quality 
recordings. It’s a question that begs a 
resolution, but escapes an easy answer. 
Let’s be clear, we’re talking about rec-
reational birding and photography. Few 
would argue that audio lures for scien-
tific studies is not justified, and a strong 
argument can be made for professional 
tour leaders, whose businesses promote 
ecotourism that in turn helps protect 
habitat. But some serious ethical debates 
ensue as more and more people take to 
the practice in their everyday outings. Is 
using recordings to attract birds harmful, 
and if so, to what degree?
Studies to date are limited, and those 
that exist highlight the perplexing vari-
ables involved. Duration of playback, time 
of year, landscape variables - these are 
just a few. And what affects one species 
may not have the same effect on another. 
It’s a stretch to expect science to provide 
a comprehensive answer, or to what 
degree the benefit outweighs the risk. It’s 
more of an ethical issue and is as unlikely 
to have total clarity any more than what 
constitutes ‘reasonable doubt’ will ever 
be scientifically defined in a courtroom. 
It does, however, speak to how we relate 
to nature and if, or to what degree, we 
should manipulate the natural world for 
our benefit. We know that reproduction is 
a powerful driving force in birds and they 
invest much energy in it. And we know 

why birds respond to recordings—it’s a 
direct threat/challenge for mates and 
territory. What effect that has on a par-
ticular bird’s stress level, survival rate, or 
reproductive success can be in question, 
but common sense dictates that it does 
the bird no good, and has the potential 
for harm. It is not insignificant that both 
the US Fish and Wildlife Service and Na-
tional Park Service consider audio lures 
to constitute harassment and ban the 
practice from many of their land holdings.
On the other hand, birds encounter 
stress from all angles, everyday, from 
natural predators and human intrusion. 
To be honest, if we acted totally in the 
best interest of birds we would eliminate 
humankind from the planet. But enjoying 
nature is one of the great things about 
being alive, and there is an immense 
satisfaction in getting to ‘see’ birds, 
especially the rarities. VSO sponsored 
field trips are primarily educational in 
nature, and trip leaders sometimes use 
playback when they consider the benefit 
to outweigh the risk. But limited playback 
by skilled professionals for educational 
and scientific benefit is not an endorse-
ment for its use in recreational, day to 
day birding.
Many of us can remember the days be-
fore smart phones, when birding consti-
tuted greater patience and attentiveness 
to bird behavior. As the pace of life and 
dependence on technology all around us 
increases, phone birding has taken hold. 
Is it cheating? The technology is obvi-
ously here to stay, and everyone must 
decide for themselves. But consider this 
- listserves and other social media outlets 
can alert us to rarities instantly (a good 
thing), but can have the negative effect 
of swamping a location with hordes 
of birders and photographers. Add in 
playback and the potential for harm is 
amplified. Or consider a remote location 
like Highland County, with specific, well 
known and advertised locations for Gold-
en-winged, Mourning Warbler, and other 
species. You’ve driven a long way for the 

bird, find the spot but can’t get the bird 
to show so you play your phone, likely 
unaware that two days before someone 
was at the same location doing the same 
thing, and the next weekend a bird club 
will be there doing likewise. Repeated 
use of playback on a particular breeding 
pair is obviously not good, but out in the 
middle of nowhere it isn’t always obvious.
And it’s not just birds to consider. As 
more and more people with phones and 
quality recordings are concentrated in 
birding hot spots, confusion over real vs. 
recorded birds becomes an issue. It’s ag-
gravating to think you’ve scored a target 
bird, only to find it’s someone around the 
bend playing their phone.
The VSO has long recommended against 
the use of audio lures to attract birds, 
as stated in the ethics guidelines. The 
explosive proliferation of portable phones 
and sheer degree of playback being used 
is driving the issue further, prompting the 
VSO board of directors to strengthen a 
recommendation against the practice. As 
an obviously unenforceable guideline, it 
is up to individuals to decide for them-
selves. If considering using playback, 
keep in mind what effect you might be 
having on the bird or other birders, if you 
might be enticing others into the practice 
(especially new birders), and how depen-
dent you might be becoming on its use. 
Here’s a relevant quote from Pete Dunne, 
noted author and former director of the 
Cape May Bird Observatory: 
“Leave the gadgetry at home and enjoy 
birds on their terms. Watching birds 
was never meant to be like finding your 
favorite TV show with a remote. The 
gratification inherent in spotting and 
identifying birds is directly proportional 
to the challenge met and mastered.  My 
recommendation: Don’t use recordings to 
attract birds. There are few species and 
occasions where patience and diligence 
will not gain the satisfying look you need 
without resorting to gadgetry.”

On the Use of Audio Lures By Dan Bieker, VSO Vice President
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